
CASE Conference 2026 
Rubric for Workshop/Short Course Proposals  

 

REQUIREMENT OUTSTANDING 
(4) 

EXCELLENT 
(3) 

PROFICIENT 
(2) 

BASIC 
(1) 

ABSENT 
(0) 

Alignment with 
the Mission and 
Vision  of CASE 

(Position Statements) 

Yes  No 

Outcomes/Goals 
Well-defined, reasonable, and specific 

outcomes and learning goals, with a focus on 
the NGSS and/or science education. 

Clearly stated outcomes and learning goals, 
with a focus on the NGSS and/or science 

education. 

Outcomes and learning goals are somewhat 
clear but lack specificity. 

Outcomes and learning goals are unclear or 
not well-defined. Missing or does not meet criteria 

Outline 

The outline provides a highly detailed, 
minute-by-minute timeline with 

appropriate/reasonable time allocations for 
activities. Every section includes a deep dive 

into key concepts and utilizes diverse, 
high-impact engagement and/or reflection 

strategies. The structure is exceptionally 
clear and easy for the committee to 

conceptualize. 

The outline is organized logically. It clearly 
identifies: (1) the duration of each section, (2) 
the key ideas to be explored, and (3) specific 
ways participants will engage with or reflect 

on the content. 

The outline lacks detail in one of the three 
required areas (timing, concepts, or 

engagement). The structure is present but 
may be difficult for the committee to fully 

conceptualize. 

The submission is missing entire required 
components, such as timing and/or 

engagement strategies. The outline is 
disorganized, making it difficult to 
understand how the session will be 

structured. 

Missing or does not meet criteria 

Participant 
Engagement 

Highly engaging and interactive; employs 
innovative and/or evidence-based methods 
to involve participants actively and allow for 

assessment of and reflection on learning. 

Includes some strategies for active 
participant engagement; aims for an 

interactive session. 

Limited consideration for engagement and 
interactivity with session participants 

Proposal lacks strategies for engagement or 
interactivity with session participants Missing or does not meet criteria 

Access, Inclusion, 
Diversity & Equity 

Provides a robust, actionable session that 
models instructional practices and/or 

resources for promoting access, inclusion, 
diversity, and equity within science 

education.  

Provides a thoughtful plan for addressing 
access, inclusion, diversity, and/or equity 

within science education. Presents less 
actionable and/or explicit connections to all 

four components. 

Provides loose connections and/or vague 
descriptions to all four components (access, 

inclusion, diversity, and/or equity) within 
science education.   

Provides little or no connection to addressing 
access, inclusion, diversity, and/or equity 

within science education.   
Missing or does not meet criteria 

Connections to 
the Field 

Clearly and explicitly addresses identified 
needs of CA science educators, drawing on 

current challenges, gaps, or growth areas in 
science instruction. Session design 
demonstrates strong alignment to 

high-quality, NGSS-aligned instructional 
practices and would meaningfully support 

educators across varied CA contexts. 

Addresses relevant and timely needs of CA 
science educators and supports high-quality 

science instruction. Alignment to CA 
priorities is evident, though connections may 

be more implicit than explicit. 

Topic is relevant to science education but 
alignment to specific CA educator needs or 

instructional priorities is limited or 
generalized. Impact on improving practice is 

plausible but not clearly articulated. 

Topic has limited relevance to current CA 
science educator needs or high-quality 

science instruction. Connections are weak or 
unclear. 

Missing or does not meet criteria 

Alignment with 
Educational 
Standards 

Highly aligned with educational standards; 
directly addresses and meaningfully 

integrates established science benchmarks. 

Clear alignment with multiple educational 
standards; relevant to key science education 

benchmarks. 

Limited alignment with science education 
benchmarks; some components are unclear 

or loosely connected. 

Limited alignment with educational 
standards; lacks relevance to science 

education benchmarks. 
Missing or does not meet criteria 

Grade band, 
intended 

audience, and 
science are ALL 

identified.   

Yes  No 
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